ILL

On seeing the Samvit Spanda or vibrations due to the approach of Sri Lalitadevi's
.hosts for battle against Bhandasura every danava was filled with anxiety and
forebodings of disaster. The city of danavas extant on Mahendra mountain on the
banks of Maharnava Lake was named Sunyaka Nagara (city of Illusion). Bhandasura
ever lived in this city with his trusted brothers Vishukra and Vishanga and the rest of
his family. This city extending over a hundred yojanas now shuddered and shook
while its asura population quailed and trembled with premonitions of utter destruction.
Evil omens filled the atmosphere? From moment to moment, the city got clouded as
if by smoke and, without any warning whatever, there rained meteoric showers from
out of the darkening firmament. A severe earth-quake, most untimely, shook the
city at its roots. As harbingers of evil, crows and kites sat at the tip of the flag staffs
or standards of Sunyaka Nagara. The asuras could not see the face of the sun; for
their sight became dazed and dim while their heads seemed to turn round and round
with giddiness. There arose a harsh sound as of a voice from the firmament striking
terror into the hearts of the asuras. All the directions looked dusty and distorted
with smoke and flames. The daitya-ladies, without any cause whatever allowed
their dress and ornaments to slide loose from their bodies and began to weep and
shout for help. The mirrors lost their lustre; the shields, the flags and standards
and all weapons of war including all ornaments and gems became lustreless and
filled with dust. Weeping and general uproar burst forth, with harsh words and
abusive language, when they saw their homes crumbling to nothing before their
very eyes. The frogs began to croak at the hidden sun; the water turned bloody-red
in colour.

Witnessing such catastrophies both on the ground and in the firmament, the
populace of the town ran in terror to the palace of their Lord Bhandasura. Listening
to their tales, Bhanda himself lost courage, though filled with rage; and hastened to
the Durbar hall where he collected his brave brothers and ministers together for
consultation. There, seated on his throne bedecked with rare gems and ornaments,
Bhandasura shone resplendent in all his great glory. The Durbar hall measured one
yojana in extent; and his throne was elevated so as to be visible to one and all.
Seated on either side of him were Vishukra and Vishanga who, though valiant
vanquishers and terrorisers of the three worlds were ever subservient and most
loyal to their elder brother, Lord Bhandasura. All the daitya Lords assembled in the
hall rose up one by one and, pronouncing their names, saluted him humbly and
looked into his august eyes ready to obey the slightest movement in them. Each
resumed his seat in obedience, and with great respect, while Bhandasura remained
in august and silent expectation.

BHANDASURA AND HIS MINISTERS CONFER

Addressing his elder brother and Lord of the danavas, Vishukra spoke up in
tones resembling the breakers of a mighty Ocean.